“Where the Action Is”
Proverbs 3:5-8
Prelude:

· People in our society today are looking for something; they are all seeking to be where the action is. I am convinced that they will never really find it, until they find Jesus Christ and His redeeming grace.

· Wherever Jesus went, drama and action followed.

· Jesus did not come just to do what men could not do; He came to do what men would not do.

· The disciples could have washed one another’s feet, but they would not do it. They were too full of prejudice.

· Prejudice and peace cannot reside in the same heart.

· Jesus did not come to show the world a clinched fist; He came with outstretched arms saying “Come to me, ye that are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”.

· Jesus did not come to be walls- but to be windows.

· He did not come to erect barriers- but to build bridges.

· Many people want to do what is right, but they don’t want to miss out on anything. They happiness, but not holiness. They want to be where the action is, but they don’t want to pay the price.

· They want to walk with the Lord, but run with the devil.
· Many people want to burn the candle at both ends, and when it’s burned all the way out, they want to blow the smoke of a mis-spent life in the face of God.

· Civilizations crumble when they eliminate God from their boundaries; Proverbs 14:34: “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a disgrace to any people”.  

· This message will focus on two men who were seeking to be where the action is. They both found the answer, however they arrived there by taking different paths.  
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I) Solomon; Is Wisdom Enough?

The book of Proverbs pulls together the most important 513 0f over 3, ooo proverbs written by Solomon. The word “proverbs” means “to be like”.

It is a book of comparisons between common, concrete images, and life’s most profound truths. Proverbs are simple, moral statements that highlight and teach fundamental realities about life.

Solomon came to the throne with great promise and opportunity. God had granted his request for understanding and his wisdom exceeded all others. However, the shocking reality is that he failed to live out the truth that he knew. He sought the wrong path that leads to where the action is.

I) Wisdom:
· Knowledge cannot change character.

· Solomon learned that the hand of wisdom cannot solve the problems of the heart.

· We, as a society, tend to uplift those who have an education. Think of this: When Columbus left home, he didn’t know where he was going; when he got there, he didn’t know where he was; when he returned home, he didn’t know where he’d been; and we give him credit for discovering America!

· Knowledge cannot dry away tears.

· Knowledge may possess power, but it does not know peace.

II) Wealth:
· Material things cannot buy satisfaction.

· Money is not a substitute for satisfaction.

· People may look vogue on the outside- but they are vague on the inside.

· Money may buy material things- but it cannot buy true happiness and peace of mind, or a home in heaven for eternity.

· Money may buy a house, but it cannot buy a home.

· Money may buy six years of college, but it cannot buy an education.

· Money may buy a wife, but it cannot buy love.

· Matthew 6: 19-21
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II) Zacheus; The Tree Climber
Luke 19: 1-10

