“The Promise of Restoration”

Ezekiel 11: 14 – 20

Prelude:

· The name Ezekiel is translated “strengthened by God.”

· The book of Ezekiel uses visions, prophesies, parables, signs, and symbols to proclaim the message of God to His people.

· Ezekiel is the fourth of the five Major Prophets.

· Ezekiel was 25 years old when he was taken captive, and 30 years old when he was taken captive.

· Ezekiel and his wife were among 10,000 Jews taken captive in Babylon in 594 B.C.

· The 10,000 Jews were more colonists than captives, as they were permitted to farm tracts of land under very favorable conditions.

· Ezekiel even had his own house (3:24, 20:1).
· Ezekiel’s prophetic book is seen as a companion piece to that of Jeremiah; however, Ezekiel focuses more on God’s message of restoration once they have repented of their sin.

· The key focus in Ezekiel is “the glory of the Lord”. The quote from God; “so that all may know that I am the Lord” is mentioned more than 60 times.
· The book of Ezekiel can be divided into two sections: 1) condemnation / retribution   2) consolation / restoration.











(2)

I) Physical Restoration:
· Have you ever wondered why we as humans age? Many millions and billions of dollars are made from those in our society who appear to possess the answer to this question.
· To provide an answer, you must understand the question. The real question here is not why do we age, but rather, what would happen if we did not age, and evetually expire, or die, physically speaking.
· Genesis 3: 22, 23.

· Adam and Eve had already received the curse of sin; God was sending them away from the tree of everlasting life.

· This was actually an act of mercy from God, for His concern may have been that man not live forever in his pitifully cursed condition.

· In other words, driving the man and his wife out of the garden was an act of merciful grace to prevent them from being sustained forever by the tree of life.

· What was the cause or reason for their transformation from seemingly immortality to a limited, temporary physical status here on earth? 

· SIN. 

· So, is God doing us a favor by allowing us to age, get older, and eventually physically die? From this perspective, yes. We are bound in this life of flesh to our sin seed, which was passed to us by Adam and Eve.

· Living in this pitiful state of sin forever would be hopeless and futile, and it would not accomplish its ultimate priority.
· God does not desire for us to be in pain and suffering or tempt us with sin. Sin is not a part of God, there fore He cannot render anything remotely resembling sinful temptation.
· So why must we endure physical and mental trials and tribulation? And from where does our restoration come?
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II) Spiritual Restoration:
· Ezekiel 11: 16 – 20

· God was to be the protection and provision for those who had been scattered through all of the 70 years until they were restored. 

· The exiles may have cast off the Jews, but God did not. 

· God pledged not only to restore Ezekiel’s people to their ancient land, but to bring the New Covenant with all of it’s blessings as well.

· Why must we endure physical and mental tribulation? 2 Corinthians 12:7- 9. 
· To remain humble, to serve one another, and most importantly, to glorify God. 

· What is the ultimate priority?
· Proverbs 18:10.
· To glorify God.

· From where does our restoration come?
· John 4: 13, 14
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· New Hope will be restored.

· Our prayers and desire are in God’s will, and if they remain there, His hand will move within us.
· Our restoration does not come from programs and loud music and social atmosphere.
· We are not concerned with numbers and emotional whirlwinds from the perspective of the society in which we live.
· Our restoration will come from the living water of Jesus Christ.
· It will begin with each one of us as individual children of God, finding that fountain of living water, and continuing to drink from it daily, and then coming together as a family.
