“The Power of the Cross”
1 Corinthians 2: 1 – 5



Keynote: “Until someone understands and believes the gospel, there is nothing more to say to them.”

I) “Worldly Wise”-

Verse 1: “And I, brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God.”

· God wisely established that men could not come to know Him by human wisdom.

· This would exalt man- so God designed a way to save us as helpless sinners through the preaching of a message that was so simple that the “worldly wise” deemed it nonsense.


· This would be the reason why Jesus advocated men to come to Him as little children, with pure hearts- Matthew 18:3- “Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

· Salvation requires and comes only through faith: John 1:12- “But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.” Romans 10: 13- “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”


· Unbelieving Jews were still looking for super-natural signs (Matthew 12:38), yet they refused to accept the most glorious sign of all; the gift of salvation through a virgin- born, crucified, and risen Messiah- Jesus Christ!
(2)

· Ironically, the sign was a stumbling block to them: Romans 9:31- “But Israel, which followed after the law of righteousness, hath not attained to the law of righteousness.”

· The Gentiles wanted proof by means of a human reason, through ideas they could discuss and debate. They were not interested in divine truth- they only wanted to argue and debate intellectual novelty: Acts 17:21- “For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.”


II) “Only Him Crucified”-

Verse 2: “For I determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.”

· Though Paul taught the Word of God in its entirety, the focus of his preaching and teaching to unbelievers was Jesus Christ, who paid the penalty for sin on the cross.

· Until a person understands and believes the gospel, there is nothing more to say to them.

· “Him crucified”- the preaching of the cross was do dominant in the early church that believers were actually accused of worshipping a dead man.


III) “The Power of God”-

Verse 5: “That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.”


												(3)

· Just like we will exit this church this morning through those doors, we will one day exit this physical life through the door of death into spiritual life.

· Jesus said in John 10:9- “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved.”


· We are nothing more than fools if we place our eternal existence in the hands of men, or in the fate of our own intellectual status.

· God provided the only means of salvation to us by allowing His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to die on a cross for our sins.


· The power that lies in the cross bridges the gap between sinful man and a sinless savior- Jesus Christ.

· We do not know the hour or the day when we will be called out of this world into eternity.


· The power of the cross is here today for us to accept as a gift of mercy and grace from our heavenly Father, who has adopted us as His own. 
