“The Man in the Middle”
Luke 23: 32-43

Prelude: “From the Cradle to the Cross”

· Jesus’ Birth: Matthew 1:21; “And she shall bring you forth a son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.”
· Jesus’ Adolescence: Luke 2: 46-47; “ And it came to pass, that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions, and all that heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.”
· Jesus’ Teaching: Mark 4: 1-2; “And He began to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto Him a great multitude, so that He entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the sea on the land. And He taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in His doctrine.”
· Jesus’ Miracles: Galatians 3:5; “He therefore ministereth to you the Spirit, and worketh miracles among you, doeth He it by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?”

· Jesus’ Crucifixion: Mark 15: 22-25; “And they bring Him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, the place of the skull, and they gave Him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but He received it not. And when they had crucified Him, they parted His garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.”
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I) Surrounded By Sin:
Verse 33:
· The place called “Calvary”:  a Latin term meaning “skull”. This place was also called “Golgotha”: a Hebrew term meaning “Place of the skull”.
· It is believed that Christ was crucified on ground just outside of the city of Jerusalem walls, that lay on top of an old abandoned rock quarry; the material for the walls themselves having been harvested there.(John 19:41)

· Depleted rock quarries were excellent sites for tombs as well; one could chisel a tomb into the sheer cliff face quite easily.

· Jesus had been beaten unmercifully. Most of His skin, from His upper back down to the back of His legs was gone, and His muscle tissue and ligaments lay in a raw, bloody mess.

· He had been nailed to the cross with long, square, iron spikes, with blocks of wood on the end being used as lock washers so that His tendons would not slide off. His ankles were dislocated and turned backwards in order to be nailed to the cross as well.
· Here He hung, each breath He breathed causing excruciating pain, literally suffocating to death, as He looked to His right and to His left…
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Verse 34:

· “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”

· The tormentors of Jesus were both Jews and Romans.

· These people were not aware of the full scope of their wickedness. They did not recognize Him as the true Messiah.

· Acts 13: 27-28: “fulfilled these by condemning Him”- In order for the plan of salvation to occur, Christ had to be beaten, mocked, and condemned to a death for a crime He was not guilty of, by a people who did not comprehend who He was.

· Does this sound familiar in the world we live in today? People are running around in circles, burning their candles at both ends, neglecting their children and ruining their lives. These people condemn Christ, and curse His name. They have no idea who He is, or what He did for them.

· The people who crucified Christ were blind to the light of divine truth, for if they had understood it, they would not have crucified Him, and the plan of salvation would not have been fulfilled.
· It is necessary for us as Christians to be mocked and falsely accused, in order for us to grow in our faith and for the name of Christ to be glorified. Without their persecution, we would not be willing to stand up for Him. God will use even the sin of man to glory His name.
· Their ignorance did not mean that they deserved forgiveness. We as sinners cannot acquire salvation and the gift of new life in Christ on the condition of ignorance: we must make a 
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· decision to believe in Him, humble our hearts to Him, and accept His grace and redeeming mercy.

· Christ’s prayer while they were in the very act of mocking and crucifying Him is an expression of the boundless compassion of divine grace.

· How often are we reluctant to forgive someone when they often us? How often have you heard someone say; “that person doesn’t even have to say anything to me, I just cannot for give them”?

· Once we recognize the forgiveness that Christ had on the cross, we must recognize and realize that we do not have the right to hold ought within our hearts toward anyone around us. 
· If we have placed our lives in the hands of Christ, when people mock us, they are in essence mocking Him. We must understand their ignorance; we must hate their sin, but forgive the sinner.
Verse 42:

· “remember me”:  Matthew 27:44 reports that both criminals were mocking Christ along with the crowd. As the hours wore on, however, one of the criminal’s consciences was smitten, and he repented. 

· When the other thief continued to mock Jesus, (V39), this criminal rebuked him and refused to participate again.
· In verse 41, even the thief testified of His innocence.
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· “Jesus, remember me”: the penitent thief’s prayer reflected his belief that the soul lives on after death; and that Christ had a right to rule over a kingdom of the souls of men; and that he would soon enter that kingdom despite His impending death.

· The criminal’s request to be remembered was a plea for mercy, which reveals the fact that he realized he had no hope but divine grace, and that his life in eternity lay in the hands of Jesus Christ.

Altar Call:
· They went on to crucify Christ that day, and He died for the sins of those who would believe on Him.
· The thief that hung beside Him recognized that his only hope of redemption was to acknowledge the sovereignty of our Lord, humble himself before him, and accept His grace and mercy.
· The thief demonstrated true faith, and Christ graciously affirmed the man’s salvation.
· Are you mocking Christ today in your life out of sheer ignorance? You are no longer ignorant! 

· Are you willing to acknowledge Christ as the savior of mankind, and accept His grace and mercy?

· Do you have enough faith to let go of the world, and the life that you are living in sin, and really be made alive in Christ?

· IF YOU TRUST HIM, HE WILL PARDON YOU OF YOUR SINS. HE PAID THE DEBT FOR YOUR LIFE.
· If you will confess your sins, He is faithful and just to forgive, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
                                                                                         E.N. Haynes

