“The Long Journey Home”

Luke 15:11- 23
Prelude: 

· Luke’s Gospel is the most complete narrative. Over 20 are recorded, seven of them unique to Luke, and 23 parables are recorded, 18 of them unique Luke. 
· Luke was a Gentile and a physician, and he wrote more concerning the healing ministry of Jesus than Matthew and Mark put together.
· He may have been a slave- most physicians were in that day and time. Over half of the Roman Empire’s population was slaves or employees of a patron.

· Luke’s Gospel and the Book of Acts were sponsored by the patron Theophilus, and most scholars believe may have been part of essential documents required for Paul’s appeal to Caesar. We know from Roman law that all written background had to precede the defendant’s arrival.

· Very little is known about Luke. He almost never included personal details about himself, and nothing definite is known about his background or his conversion.
· Luke was a frequent companion of the Apostle Paul, and most likely wrote this gospel as well as the book of Acts from Rome during Paul’s imprisonment there, ca. A.D. 60-62.

· Luke, the doctor, emphasized what Jesus felt, His humanity.
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I) Our Father’s Patience:
Verse 12:

· “Give me the portion of goods that falleth to me”

· Right away we notice two important facts: 1) the younger son is not asking- he is demanding. This is indicative of our society and its outlook on life. Most people feel as if God owes them something 2) this is a shocking demand that amounts to the son saying he wished his father were dead.
· He was not entitled to his inheritance while his father was still yet alive; however, his father graciously fulfilled his demand, giving him his full share, which was one-third of his estate. His elder brother would have received a double portion as per their custom.
· Why did his father agree to this? It was a blatant show of disrespect to him, and his son did not deserve it. It is important here that we examine the meaning of “prodigal”: one who is recklessly extravagant- who spends money wastefully.
· It is also important to note that the father granted “both” of his sons their inheritance- these two sons depict us as creations of God, as sinners saved only by the grace of God, who many times choose to deny any form of relationship with Him, choosing instead a life of sinful indulgence.
· Please note: both boys received their inheritance, and both boy’s portrayed sin- one as the prodigal, the other with his hatred, anger, and wicked attitude.
· The father knew that this would happen, yet granted their inheritance anyway. Though it appears that the boys chose different paths, they both were sinners. Appearances of man can be deceitful. Only a man or woman who is genuinely sold out to Christ, and have humbled their hearts to His grace, can be trusted, and even they will fail many times in their flesh.
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I) “Our Father’s Justness”:

Verse 16:

· “And he would fain have filled his belly with husks that the swine did eat, and no man gave unto him.”
· There was a famine in the land. Anyone who had not saved their money or stored their food, or prepared, was in a desperate circumstance.
· The word “fain” used in KJV translation actually means “gladly”.
· The younger son had left his father, abandoning him and everything he had taught him. He threw his inheritance away, and turned his back on the one who loved him the most.
· He found himself in the hog pen, living among the swine, which was unimaginable for Jesus’ audience as He spoke this parable- for these were the worst of the unclean animals.
· If scripture states that he “would have” gladly eaten the husks that the swine were eating, why did he not? The answer is that the husks were actually carob pods, which were used to feed the swine but were virtually indigestible for human beings. 
· No one was giving anything to him. He was even unsuccessful as a beggar. His situation could not have been more desperate. He portrayed a man with no hope, and no one to turn to. 
· It is interesting to note here that the friends, who once shared his wealth acquired with his inheritance, were nowhere to be found at this point.
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III) “Our Father’s Joy”: 

Verse 21 & 22:
· “Father I have sinned against heaven in your sight; and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. But the father said to his slaves, quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.”

· It is important to note here that the son did not get a chance to finish his rehearsed words of repentance before his father interrupted to grant his forgiveness. This portrays God’s eagerness to forgive.
· The son proclaiming that he had sinned against heaven was actually a euphemism, meaning that he had sinned against God. Not only did he realize the futility oh his situation, he also understood the gravity of his transgressions against the father.
· His father had clearly been waiting for him, and was watching for his return. He was eager to forgive him, and share his joy over his return.
· This sets God apart from all other false gods invented by man; our Father is a Savior by nature, one who longs to see sinners repent, and who rejoices when they come home.
· There was not a single word of rebuke for the past, only an overwhelming pouring out of love for his son. 
· Each of the three items he called for represented symbolic importance; the robe was reserved for the guest of honor, the ring was a symbol of authority, and sandals were usually not worn by slaves, and represented his full restoration to sonship.
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Summary/ Invitation:
· How often do we ignore the patience, and mercy of God? So many times in our lives we take His blessings for granted.

· Don’t we often ask for things we don’t deserve? The truth is, we don’t deserve anything, as sinners saved by grace; especially what Christ did for us as offering Himself as a sacrifice for our sins!
· So many times our prayers are filled with our wants and needs as opposed to God’s will for our lives. We are here just for a short period of time before we move on to eternity, to glorify God by serving Him and those around us!
· God is a just God, and He loves His children. And, because He loves us, He will allow things to come into our lives, for us to go through, that facilitate his justness. Many times when we find ourselves in this situation, we begin to blame God, when in reality He is our loving father waiting for us to come home, while we are the ones to blame- only sinners saved by His grace.
· Have you ever found yourself in a desperate situation where no one wants to help you? So desperate, that you would settle for the worst of the worst, just to make it, but you know deep within that it will destroy you? 
· When all of us is gone, God can work within our lives, and He will welcome us home with open arms of joy and love.
· The paradox is this; the journey home is not long at all. God has never moved- only we have moved. Our journey back to Him is as short as realizing we are sinners saved by grace, and bowing our hearts in humility to His redemption!
· We as Christians have a home in heaven waiting for us; however, we are already home if we have surrendered our lives to Christ. Dear brothers and sisters, our home is in the arms of our Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ.
