“The Hope of His Calling”

Ephesians 1: 17 – 23

Prelude:

· This epistle was written by the apostle Paul to the church in the city of Ephesus, the capital of the Roman province of Asia Minor, modern day Turkey.
· Most scholars believe that the letter was actually encyclical, which means that it was intended to be circulated and read among all of the churches in Asia Minor, and was simply sent first to the believers in Ephesus.

· Ephesians was written from prison in Rome, some time between A.D. 60-62, and is referred to as a prison epistle, along with Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.

· The first three chapters are theological, emphasizing NT doctrine, whereas the last three chapters are practical, and focus on Christian behavior.
· One of the major truth’s emphasized in Ephesians is that of the church as Christ’s present spiritual, earthly body, a formerly unrevealed truth concerning God’s people.

· This metaphor depicts the church, not as an organization, but as a living organism composed of mutually related and independent parts.

· Christ is the Head of the body and the Holy Spirit is its lifeblood.
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I) The Great Mystery
Ephesians 3: 1-6

· To obtain a clear understanding of the “mystery” that Paul speaks of here, we will cross-reference (Matthew 11:11).
· Jesus was saying here that John the Baptist was greater than the OT prophets because he actually saw with his eyes and personally participated in the fulfillment of they only prophesied.
· However, believer’s after the cross, such as you and I, are able to participate in the full understanding and experience of something John merely foresaw in a shadowy form- the actual atoning work of Christ!
· Jesus was saying here that no man was greater than John, which was quite a statement. Yet at the end of that very sentence, Jesus was talking about something that John was not a part of...
· John the Baptist was the last of the OT. There are two categories of believers; those of the OT, and now, something entirely new, the CHURCH.
· You and I are a part of something which was not revealed in the OT. This entirely new thing was revealed to Paul, and he addresses it in Ephesians 3: 1-6...
Verse 1

· “For this cause”- Paul is referring back to the truths about the unity of believers, as he introduces the motive foe his prayer.

       Verse 2
· “Dispensation of the grace of God” – Here Paul is referring to stewardship given to him. “Stewardship” means administration or management. Paul did not choose the stewardship of his ministry- God commissioned him with the calling. 
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Verse 4

· “The mystery of Christ” – Jew and Gentile brought together in one body in the Messiah.

Verse 5

· “Which in other ages was not made known”- here Paul is disclosing a truth that not even the greatest of prophets understood- that within the church, composed of all the saved believers, there would be no racial, social, or spiritual distinctions.

II) The Head Over All Things
Ephesians 1: 17 – 23

Verse 17 – 18

· “Spirit of wisdom/ hope of His calling” – Paul was praying that the believers will have the disposition of godly knowledge and insight of which the sanctified mind is capable.

· “Your understanding being enlightened” – here Paul is pointing out that a spiritually enlightened mind is the only means of truly understanding and appreciating the hope and inheritance in Christ.
Verse 19 – 20
· “Exceeding greatness of His power” – Here Paul is speaking of God’s great power- the same power that raised Jesus from the dead and lifted Him by ascension back to glory to take His seat at God’s right hand.

· This same power is given to every believer at the time of salvation and is always available!!!

Verse 21

· READ*- Paul wanted believers to comprehend the greatness of God compared to other earthly beings. (Come back to this momentarily)
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Verse 22

· Cross reference Psalm 8:6- READ

· “under His feet- head over ALL things” – God has exalted Christ over everything.
· Christ is clearly the authoritative Head of the body of His church because ALL things have been placed under His feet!!!
Verse 23

· “Which is His body” – this is a metaphor for God’s redeemed people- used exclusively in the NT of the church.

· In the series of Building God’s Church; God’s Way – we have explored “A High View of God”, “The Authority of Scripture”, “Sound Doctrine”, and now we have examined “The Head of the Church”.

· If we are to allow ourselves to be used by God to build this church, we must acknowledge unconditionally that Jesus Christ is Head of ALL!!!

· Interesting Concept in v20- Paul did not pray that God’s power be given to believers – but that they are aware of the power they already possess in Christ and use it!!!
· I Am:
· Chapter 6 – The Bread of Life

· Chapter 8 – The Light of the World
· Chapter 10 – The Door of the Sheep
· Chapter 11 – The Good Shepard
· Chapter 11 – The Resurrection and the Life”
· Chapter 14 – The Way, The Truth, and the Life
· Chapter  15 – The True Vine
