“The Enduring Word of God”
1 Peter 1: 22- 25

I) “The Seed”:
· A timeline through Biblical history would start at creation and the fall of man and would span approximately 6,000 years.

· The Bible itself is broken into two sections; the Old Testament and the New Testament.

· There are a total of 66 books in the Bible, the OT consists of 39 books, and the NT consists of 27 books.
· The OT was compiled over a period of several thousand years; the NT was compiled within lifetime.

· The OT centered on law and prophecy; the NT is centered on grace and mercy.

· The most venerated portion of the OT is what we call the Torah, or the five books of Moses, consisting of; Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.

· After the events of the OT, there was a 400 year period called the “silent years”. No prophet’s voice was heard. God appeared to be silent, until He sent until He sent His messenger, John the Baptist, who ushered in the NT period.
· The central theme in the NT is the advent of Jesus Christ who came, misitered, and went to the Cross. 

· The OT is the record of a nation; the NT is the record of a man.

· For every prophecy of Jesus’ first coming, there are eight for His Second Coming.

· The OT closed with unexplained ceremonies, unachieved purposes, unappeased longings, and unfulfilled prophecies. They are all completed in the NT- one book; one integrated whole- “God’s Enduring Word”.
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I) “The Scarlet Thread”:
· Beginning with Eve and ending with the blood on the Cross, a Scarlet Thread runs all through the Bible.
· “The seed of the woman”, mentioned in Genesis is the first Messianic title introduced in God’s Word – the first indication that God would indeed choose to redeem His creation- mankind.

· God would accomplish His redemption by using the human race, “the seed of a woman”.
· He created the human race a little lower than the angels, and He gave them dominion over the earth. They forfeited that dominion in the Garden of Eden, but there would come another who regains that dominion- victory over sin!

· He would come from a specific tribe within the nation of Israel established in the OT, the tribe of Judah, and from a specific family, that of David.

· 1Peter Chapter 1:

Verse 22: “the love of the brethren” – Peter is verifying here the love of choice- the kind of love that serves others unconditionally.
“fervently” is referring to the stretching of limits- sacrificing our wants and needs to serve or brothers and sisters.

              Verse 23: 

· “ being born again not of corruptible, but of incorruptible”- Peter is pointing out                                              that the spiritual life implanted by the Holy Spirit is unfailing and permanent.

· “by the Word of God”- the Spirit uses the Word to produce life!

· Cross Reference Isaiah 40: 6-8 with verse 24.
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· How does the Word of God endure? Is it just words on paper?

· The Word of God is living and Sprit- filled!

· People are searching for truth- constantly waiting for their ship to come in- how can they expect their ship to come in if they have never sent it out?

· People look for answers everywhere else but the one place they can find them- the Word of God.

· The only prayer that God hears from a sinner is a prayer of repentance. John chapter 10- my sheep will hear my voice, and I will hear theirs. 

· What is the Word? 

· Ephesians 6: 17- “ And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.”
· 1Joun 1:1 – “ What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands- the Word of Life...
· John 1:1- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
· God is Not dead!
· God is Spirit!
· He does not die by denouncement!

· He does not die by denial!

· He just does not die!

· He is as real today as He was to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

· The Word of God is Jesus Christ- He will live and endure forever!

