“Tender Branches”
Mark 18:38
Prelude:

· Mark was a close companion of the Apostle Peter, and is referred to frequently in the book of Acts as “John Mark”.

· It was John Mark’s mothers’ home in Jerusalem that Peter went to when he was released from prison (Acts12:12).
· He experienced a slight setback in his ministry when Barnabas wanted the Apostle Paul to take him on the second missionary journey. Paul refused. The friction that ensued between Paul and Barnabas over this disagreement eventually led to their separation (Acts 15:38-40).

· Eventually John Mark found favor with Paul (Colossians 4:10), when he wrote to the Colossians with instructions that they should welcome John mark upon his arrival.

· Peter played a large part in the restoration of John Mark’s ministry, and even refers to him as: my “son, Mark” in 1Peter 5:13.
· Mark, the interpreter of Peter, wrote everything with precise accuracy; however, he never actually heard or accompanied the Lord.
· The book of mark was written sometime between A.D. 50 to A.D. 70, for the most part to the Roman believers, particularly the Gentiles.
· Mark focuses on the deeds of Christ more than His teaching, and tends to emphasize His service and sacrifice.
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I) The Fig Tree:

Verse 28: “Now learn the parable of the fig tree; When her branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is near.”

· Fig trees were commonly used as a source of food. Three years of growth is required until it first bears fruit, at which point fruit can be harvested twice a year.

· The fig tree is often referred to as a symbol of the nation of Israel.
· Reference Mark 11:13.
II) In Like Manner:

Verse 29: “So ye in like manner, when ye shall see these things come to pass, know that it is nigh, even at the doors.”

· Just as the fig tree’s buds turning into leaves was a sign of the nearness of summer, Jesus is clearly indicating His return.

· “these things” reference the events recorded in vv. 6-23.
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· “He is near” is a reference to the fact that the Kingdom of God is near(Luke 21:31)

· This statement is consistent with the questions of the disciples in v4, which were about the signs that would initiate the establishment of the Kingdom.

III) Verily I say…

Verse 30: “Verily I say unto you, that this generation shall not pass, till all these things be done.”
* “Verily I say unto you”: this was the first use of this expression, which occurs throughout the gospels; it was used as a formula that

always introduced truthful and authorative words from Jesus.

· “generation” cannot mean while the men of Christ’s day because of the fact that the things prophesied in verses 24-27 did not take place at that time. 

· Generation possibly means “this race”. 
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IV) Tender Branches:

· Compare the tender branches on a fig tree to people who are being approached and convicted by the Holy Spirit.
· God’s attention and desire for us to be saved by the conviction of His Holy Spirit is a good thing. It reminds us of His grace and mercy and His plan of salvation. 
· This “swelling of the buds” is the most important time of our spiritual and physical lives.

· Compare the tender branches to young Christians who are in need of mentoring. How important is it that we serve them and do not let trivial matters distract their focus from growing close to the Lord.

· Compare the tender branches to a young church on the edge of true revival. It is at this time that every step we take is crucial to proper growth within the church, and how effective the church will be for the Kingdom of God.
