“Sound Doctrine; Are We Asleep At the Wheel?”
1 Timothy 4:6

Prelude:

· “Sound Doctrine” indicates the theology Scripture teaches.
· Continual feeding on the truths of Scripture is essential to the spiritual health of ALL Christians.

· “Words of faith” is a general reference to Scripture, God’s revealed truth.

· Timothy had been reading the Word of God, studying it, meditating on it, and mastering its contents since his early childhood.

· Here we see Paul urging him to do so, as a pastor can only fulfill his mandate by doing these things (2 Timothy 2:15).

· We Believe :

1) We believe that the Bible is God’s written revelation to man, and Scripture is God-inspired and inerrant. (1Co. 2:7-14)
2) We believe there is but one living and true God; an infinite, all-knowing Spirit, perfect in all His attributes, eternally existing in three Persons- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)

3) We believe that man was created by God in His image and likeness, free of sin and with rational nature (Genesis 2:7), however, because all men were in Adam, mankind is fallen, and are sinners by nature, with Jesus Christ as the only exception. (Romans 3: 9-18)
4) We believe that salvation is wholly of God by grace on the basis of redemption of Jesus Christ, by merit of His shed blood, and not on the basis of human merit or works.(John 1:12)

5) We believe that all the redeemed once saved are kept by God’s power and are secure in Christ forever. (John 5:24)
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Acts 9:1 the “Damascus Road”
I) “The Way”

Verses 1 & 2

· The Apostle Paul was originally named Saul, after the first king of Israel. He was born a Jew in the city of Tarsus, and studied in Jerusalem under Gamaliel, where he became a Pharisee.
· He was also a Roman citizen, a right inherited from his father.

· Damascus was an ancient city, and the capital of Syria.

· The city was very commercialized, and situated in a plain watered by TWO rivers. 

· It was located 60 miles inland from the Mediterranean Sea, and 160 miles NE of Jerusalem, which was four – six days of travel.
· Damascus had a large Jewish population, and was the NEAREST IMPORTANT CITY OUTSIDE OF JERUSALEM.
__________________________________________________________________
· There are many churches today filled with very theologically intellectual people. The problem is that they have a head knowledge of God, as opposed to a heart knowledge.
· No matter what we think of Scripture or how we may consider its context, the Word of God is Holy, and God inspired, and will remain that way throughout eternity.
· Paul was headed toward Damascus- the closes alternative to the Holy City. People in our world today will gravitate toward any other option than the TRUTH, which is Christ, simply because they do not want to be held accountable.
· Damascus was fed by two rivers. Our faith, or life, our churches are fed by two rivers; that one which is of God, and the root of all evil from satan. Our future as children of God, and a Bible preaching church, depends on which river we draw from. (John 4:14- “whoever drinks of the water that I give, shall never thirst again, but have everlasting and eternal life.”)
                                                                                                                                           (3)
II) “The Fall”
Verse 4

· “The light from heaven flashed all around him”
· Here we see the appearance of Jesus Christ in All of His glory.
· “He fell to the ground and heard a voice, saying, why have you persecuted me?”
· Matthew 18: 5,6 “ But whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble, it would be better for him to have a heavy millstone placed around his neck, and to be drowned in the depth of the sea.”

· Here in Matthew we see that there exist an inseparable union between Christ and His followers.
Verse 7

· “and the men that journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing no MAN.”
· When we, as a people, and as a church, finally reach the point to which we realize our fallenness and humble ourselves before God, His glory will shine all over us!
· The glory of God will bring us to our knees, and we will know Him as our Savior.

· When the world persecutes us, they are persecuting our Lord, because He died for us, paying the price for our salvation. We are born in His own image and likeness, and we belong to Him forever!

· Only Saul saw the Lord. The others were speechless. The world outside of the church cannot see God. Therefore, they do not value or respect our faith in Him. 

Romans 14:11- “Every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess “. 
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III) “Arise, and Go”
Verse 6

· “What will you have me to do? And the Lord said, Arise, and go into the city.”

· Saul did not question the authority of God. Immediately he was transformed from a persecutor of believers, to a believer himself.
· “and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”

· God did not leave Saul alone, and without direction.
Verse 8
· “and when his eyes were open, he saw no man, but they led him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus.”

· Here we see that Saul was blinded, even though his eyes were open.
· We also see the significance of serving each other as bros and sis in Christ.
· God does not redeem us to sit still. It is time for our churches to rise up! And go to the city with the Good News of the Gospel!

· As a body of believers, we must follow the calling of the Holy Spirit, and never question the authority of God. 

· We must focus on God’s will, not tradition or old habits.

· We must serve each other, and lead others to the foot of the cross.

· “He was three days without sight” – Paul never recovered fully from this ailment- we know from Galatians that he continued to have eye problems. Apparently his eyes were weak and very unsightly. Luke became his physician. We believe the thorn in the flesh that Paul speaks of often may have been his eyesight problem.
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· Direct comparison: Jesus arose three days after His crucifixion- after leaving His disciples seemingly blinded- our eyes will not be opened clearly to Him until we get home to heaven- 
· If we could see Him now, if we could understand Him now, we would take Him for granted, or feel as if we had something to do with our redemption
· Saul/Paul saw just enough of Him to change his life forever. 
· When we really see Christ for who He is, it will change our lives, and our churches, forever.
