“Sorrow In the Garden”
Mark 14: 32-26
Introduction: People in general are non-obedient and avoid God’s authority. They want to burn the candle at both ends, and when it’s all burned out- they want to blow the smoke of a mis-spent life in the face of God. The world suggests that we educate ourselves as to offer a means of fixing our own problems. Interject story of kid stealing fruit from a raid-road car; gets college degree and returns to steal the entire train. KNOWLEDGE DOES NOT CHANGE CHARACTER.
I) The Garden:
Verse 32: “And they came to a place which was named Gethsemane: and He saith to His disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray.”

· The name “Gethsemane” means oil press, and referred to a garden filled with olive trees on a slope of the Mount of Olives, just outside of the city of Jerusalem.

· Jesus frequented this spot with the disciples when He wanted to get away from the crowds in order to pray. (John 18: 1-2, Matthew 26:36). 

· Darkness had settled over the land. It was Thursday night, turning into Friday morning. When they came to the enclosure which was the garden, Jesus left eight of the disciples near the entrance.
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Verse 33: “And He taketh with Him Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed and to be very heavy;”

· Jesus likely had these three accompany Him into the garden because they were the leaders of the 12 and needed to learn an important lesson to pass on to the others.
· The Greek word for “sore amazed” refers to a feeling of terrified amazement.

· Facing the prospect of bearing God’s full fury against sin, Jesus was in the grip of terror.(Matthew 26:36)
·  Jesus was experiencing an overpowered burden on His soul as He anticipated becoming a sin offering for us. 
· We cannot conceive what it took for Him, the sinless one, to become sin for us.
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Verse 34: “And saith to them, My soul is exceedingly sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch.”
· Jesus’ sorrow was so severe that it threatened to cause His death at that moment. It is medically possible for a person to die from sheer anguish.

· These next steps that He took into the garden were alone; just as He would go to the cross- alone.

· Jesus left clear instructions for the three disciples to stay put- and stay awake.

· It is very possible that Jesus did not take Peter, James, and John with Him to this point because He knew that they would not be able to bear what was about to happen.

Verse 35: “And He went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from Him.”
· Jesus was not asking God whether or not He had the power to take the cup from Him; but if it were possible in God’s plan.

· Soon Christ would partake of this cup on the cross as God’s only sacrifice for sin (Acts 4:12).
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· “the hour” indicates the time of His sacrificial as decreed by God. 
· It is amazing to me that here we see Jesus prostate on the ground, praying to God.
· He was not asking to be excused from going to the cross; this was the purpose of His coming into the world.
· He prayed that the “hour” might pass from Him. It was not death He dreaded, but rather the hour of the cross.
Verse 36:  And He said,” Abba Father, all things are possible unto thee: take away this cup from me: nevertheless not that I will, but what thou wilt.” 
· “Abba” is an intimate Aramaic term that is essentially equivalent to the English word “daddy”.

· Jesus knew that it was in the scope of God’s power and omniscience to provide an alternate plan of salvation if He so desired.

· Even though Jesus asked, the heavens remained silent, and the silence indicated that there was indeed no other way.
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II) Not a Truce; But a Total Surrender:
· “ There has sprung up in the Church of Christ an idea that there are many things taught in the Bible which are not essential; that we may altar them just a little to suit our convenience: that provided we are right in the fundamentals, the other things are of no concern… But this know, that the slightest violation of the divine law will bring judgments upon the Church, and is even at this day withholding God’s hand from blessing us… The Bible, the whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible is the religion of Christ’s Church. And until we come back to that, the Church will have to suffer.” C. H. Spurgeon. 
· “God called me to preach; and I will without hesitation go wherever He leads me; New Hope asked me to serve as pastor, and as long as I am driving the bus, we will forever come back to the Bible. There simply is no other way.” E.N. Haynes.
· Jesus represented the perfect balance of God in the form of man- He dreaded the prospect of incurring the sin of the world- He was not afraid of death.

· Why did Jesus – who WAS God- need to pray in the garden TO God? A part of His human side was revealed to us- and His act of obedience is an example to us that will stand true throughout eternity.
· Jesus used the term “Abba” as an example of how we should relate to Him when we are experiencing trials and tribulation. He is a personally God, and He freely offers us a personal salvation. 
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· Interject birth certificate request; I know that I am born again- I know that I am saved- no one has to sign a document for me. Don’t wait on a church membership.

· Jesus did not come to show the world a clinched fist; He came with outstretched arms saying: “Come unto Me, ALL who are heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28).

· He did not come to be walls- but windows.

· He did not come to erect barriers- but bridges.
· I know where… a poor man has a chance, a sick man can become well, ignorant men can become wise, a bad man can become good- at the feet of Jesus, in humble surrender to Christ.
· Stop burning the candle at both ends- blaming your reluctance to come to the father on hypocrites in the church- if you have cancer- it will do you no good to go around and list everyone else who has cancer- you need to be healed by the Master.
· This is YOUR decision. Come as you are. Receive the gift of life that God is offering to you. Experience for yourself the peace and joy that only comes from God, and then follow His example in the garden, and totally surrender to Him for eternity.
                                                                                                     E.N. Haynes
