


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
“Twelve Extraordinary Women Series”
Ruth: Loyalty and Love

Introduction:

Ruth’s life was the true, historical experience of one genuinely extraordinary woman. It was also a perfect depiction of the story of redemption, told with living, breathing symbols. Ruth was a widow, and a foreigner, who went to live in a strange land. Her entire account is given in only 85 verses.
Tragic circumstances had reduced her to abject poverty. She was not only an outcast and an exile; she had entered into a state of utter destitution from which she could never hope to redeem herself by any means. In her extremity, she sought the grace of her mother-in-laws closest kinsman. The story of how her whole life was changed is one of the most deeply touching narratives in Scripture.

Ruin

· The beginning of Ruth’s story- near the end of the era of the Judges in the OT, about a century before the time of David. 

· This was an age of anarchy and confusion, and unfaithfulness to the law of God.
· In addition to all of this, there was a severe famine in Israel in those days.

· We are introduced to the family of Elimelech in Ruth 1: 1-2. His wife was named Naomi. Their hometown was Bethlehem; the famous burial place of Rachel, Jacob’s wife. 

(2)

· Bethlehem would gain lasting fame as the hometown of David, and later on the birthplace of Christ.

· The famine forced Elimelech and his family to seek refuge in Moab.

· The Moabites were descendants of Lot’s eldest daughter through her incestuous relationship with her own father. The Moabites and the Israelites generally despised one another.

· Elimelech and his family were devout Jews- there is some apprehension over the fact that he took his family to Moab.
· Tragedy quickly mounted for his family. Elimelech died in Moab, leaving Naomi a widow with two sons to care for.

· Those two sons took Moabite wives, which they were forbidden to do. Nevertheless, because she was trapped in unfortunate circumstance, Naomi graciously accepted her daughter’s–in-law.

· One was named Orpha- meaning “stubborn”, and the other was named Ruth- meaning “friendship”.

· Both of Naomi’s sons died, leaving the three women to fend for themselves. Three widows, with no children and no one to help them in the famine, could not have lasted long.

· Naomi decided to release the two women back to their families, as she left her husband and two sons buried in the seemingly God-forsaken land of Moab.

Resolve
· Ruth was determined to stay with Naomi, regardless of the personal cost. She probably felt like she had nothing to lose anyway.

· Naomi tried to dissuade her from going with her.

· Ruth’s affection for her mother-in-law was sincere. 

· The witness of Naomi and her family must have made a powerful impression on Ruth. (reference verse 18)

(3)

· After ten years or more in Moab- Naomi returned to people who remembered her and knew her name.

· The Naomi means “pleasant”.

· Elimelech had a wealthy relative named Boaz, who had prospered despite the years of famine. He was more than likely a cousin or nephew.

Redemption

· In agreeing to return to Bethlehem with Naomi, Ruth was agreeing to help support the aging woman.
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