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“The Life of Jesus”
(Historical, Logistical, and Spiritual perspectives of His life on earth)
Name: ___________________________                                 Date: ________________

Jesus is born: ( Matthew 1:20 – 21: “But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”
1) Born in a barn:

a) Baby Jesus was probably born in one of the caves that existed in the rolling hills that surround Bethlehem. The notion that Christ was born in a stable is nowhere stated in scripture.  
b) The “manger” (Luke 2:7) that He was born in was actually a feeding trough more than likely hewn from a large piece of stone used to feed livestock. The interior of the trough was angled from shallow to deep, end to end, to allow liquid fed to the livestock to run to one end. This inclination served well as it kept the infants head up, as to not let it choke or suffocate.
c) “Firstborn”- indicates that Mary had other children subsequent to the birth of Christ. Most notably; James, the oldest half-brother of Christ, and author of the epistle of James.

(2)

d) “Wrapped Him in swaddling clothes” – strips of cloth were used to bind a baby tightly. It kept the baby from injuring sensitive facial skin and eyes with its own fingernails, and was believed to strengthen the limbs of the child. This custom is still in practice in many Eastern cultures today. The absence of these cloths was a sign of poverty or lack of parental care (Ezekiel 16:4)
2) The birth date of Jesus: (Luke 2:8: “And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night”).
a) Bethlehem lies on nearly the same latitude as Waco, Texas, and Savannah, Georgia. However, the average low temperature in December hovers around freezing. Outdoor grazing would normally stretch from early spring to late fall: March to November. Most Bible experts place the actual birth date in the early spring. The real birth date of Jesus has been lost to history.
b) As far as we can tell, Christmas was first celebrated on December 25th in AD 336, after Emperor Constantine legalized Christianity.
c) BC indicates “Before Christ”. AD stands for Anno Domini, Latin for “in the year of our Lord.”

d) Oddly enough, according to our calendar, Jesus was actually born in a BC year. As a result, our entire calendar spins around the wrong birth year of Jesus. 
e) The monk who invented the AD calendar by starting it with the year of Jesus’ birth may have been as much as six years off.
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f) The monk’s name was Dionysius Exiguus. He lived in Rome 500 years after the time of Jesus, and he created the calendar at the pope’s request. It has never been stated exactly where he came up with the date of Jesus’ birth.
g) Matthew and Luke put the final years of Herod the Great. He is the king who ordered the slaughter of all boys in Bethlehem ages two and younger, in an attempt to kill Jesus. 

h) Herod died in 4 BC. If one of his last acts was to order the Bethlehem slaughter, and if Jesus had at that time reached the age of two, then He would have been born sometime around 6 BC. There are many Bible scholars who actually place the date at 7 BC.

3) Why Bethlehem? (Micah 5:2, 4 – 5: “But you O Bethlehem Ephrata are only a small village among all the people of Judah. Yet a ruler of Israel will come from you, one whose origins are from the distant past … He will be highly honored around the world. And he will be the source of peace”).
a) Caesar Augustus, as mentioned in Luke 2:1, was primary heir to the throne of Julius Caesar. In the year 29BC, Rome’s republican government was abolished, and Augustus was granted supreme military power. He reigned until his death at age 76 (AD 14).

b) Under his rule, the Roman Empire dominated the Mediterranean region, ushering in a period of great prosperity and peace that we term the Pax Romana. He ordered “all of the inhabited earth” to be counted.

c) This was not a one time census; the decree actually established a cycle of enrollments that were to occur every 14 years. This new, universal census was created to number each nation by family and tribe, in an attempt to acquire as much tax revenue as possible.

d)  Joseph, a native Judean, had to return to his ancestral home to register. As a matter of fact, both Joseph and Mary were descendants of David and therefore went to their tribal home in Judea to be registered, which in turn was Bethlehem, prophesied in Micah, some 700 years prior. 
