New Hope Baptist
Wednesday Evening Bible Study Series

“The Life of Jesus”
(Historical, Logistical, and Spiritual perspectives of His life on earth)

The Execution and Burial of Jesus
(Mark 15:22-24: “And they bring Him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, the place of a skull. And they gave Him to drink wine mingled with myrrh: but He received it not. And when they had crucified Him, they parted His garments, casting lots upon them, what every man should take.”)
I) Why did Jesus have to die?
a) Why the Romans said that He must die? Simple. Insurrection: “an open revolt.” Jesus called Himself King- Jewish leaders assured the Roman governor Pilate: “We have no King but Caesar” (John 19:15).

b) Why the Jews said that He must die? Self-preservation. They felt as if Jesus may start a revolt at any time, which would distract the arrival of the “real” messiah (John 11:48).
c) Why did God say that He must die? Salvation. The plan of salvation- “Life is in the blood” (Leviticus 17:11), for OUR sin (Hebrews 10:12-18).

d) To set the stage for the resurrection: It took the resurrection to finally convince Jesus’ disciples that He was God’s son. It was so convincing, that in the years that followed, most of the disciples willingly died as martyrs (John 20: 19-22).
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II) Before the Nails
· The Roman soldiers had already beaten Jesus once, upon His arrest in the garden.
· This was Pilate’s futile attempt to convince the Jewish leaders to let him free Jesus.

· This was a mild thrashing compared to the bone-rattling beating that would precede the Crucifixion.

· Stripped and tied to a post, Jesus was beaten with a weapon some gladiators used in the arena: a whip loaded with approximately a dozen or more leather lashes- each embedded with chunks of bone, leather, and metal hooks.

· The objective was to rip apart the flesh, tendons, and ligament structure of the victim.  Romans hoped that the gore would discourage onlookers from breaking the law.

· Writers who witnessed crucifixions in Jesus’ day wrote that they saw lashes rip open skin and muscle, exposing the victim’s bones and intestines.

· Some victims never made it to the cross; they simply died from the beating itself.

· The Roman soldiers then began to mock and humiliate Jesus. They dressed Him in a fake royal robe, handed Him a stick for a scepter, and jammed a wreath of thorns into His head as a crown.
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III) Where Did He Die?
· The Bible says Jesus died at Golgotha, a Hebrew word that means “place of the skull”.

· In Latin, the language of Rome, it was called Calvary, which means “skull”.

· There are three suggested reasons for this name:

1) It was on a hill with a cliff face eroded to look a little like a human skull. There is a hill like this near the Garden Tomb.

2) It produced skulls as the birds picked the flesh away.

3) It produced skulls and a nearby cemetery kept them. 

· Most Bible scholars agree with the third suggestion.

· Archaeologists say that the sites were both outside the walled city in Jesus’ time. Ancient Jewish law required that executions take place outside the city.
· Archaeologists also say that the church sits over a used-up rock quarry that had been converted to a cemetery and garden in Jesus’ day (John 19:41).

· Depleted rock quarries were excellent spots for tombs because people could chisel into the cliff face of the quarry.
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IV) A Time to Die:
· The Romans nailed Jesus to the cross by morning, sometime between 9:00 a.m. and noon. Mark says 9:00 am.; John says noon. In an era before clocks, witnesses estimated the time and very well may have rounded to what they thought was the nearest three-hour watch of the day (Mark 15:24).

· When the Roman soldiers nailed Jesus to the cross, they drove a nail through a chunk of wood that acted like a lock washer, keeping the victims from pulling loose by popping the nails through their flesh and bones.

· If the vertical stake of the cross was permanently positioned in the ground, the Romans may have nailed Jesus’ hands to the crossbeam and then used forked poles to raise it to the top of the vertical stake. Then they nailed Jesus’ feet to the vertical stake.

· By noon, darkness had fallen over the land (Luke 23:44). This wasn’t a total solar eclipse. Those last no more than seven and a half minutes. It was more than likely a covering of thick, dark, heavy clouds, a symbol of mourning for the followers of Christ.

· At approximately three o’clock, Jesus called out with a loud voice,” my God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

· Death was confirmed by a lance piercing His chest, releasing “blood and water” (John 19:34) Upon death, human blood separates into two forms: clear liquid and red blood cells, used for clotting.

· Surprisingly, a member of the Jewish high council that had condemned Jesus to death asked the Roman governor Pilate for Jesus’ body. That man was Joseph from the village of Arimathea(Luke 23:51). They took Jesus’ body to Joseph’s newly cut tomb. They expected to return and wash and prepare the body for burial. They were in for a huge surprise.
