


Wednesday Evening Bible Study

“Twelve Ordinary Men Series” 
Matthew the Tax Collector  
Matthew 9:9 


One of the facts that continue to stand out in the lives of the 12 apostles is how ordinary and unrefined they were when Jesus met them. All twelve, with the exception of Judas Iscariot, were from Galilee. That entire region was predominantly rural, consisting of small towns and villages. Its people were not upper class, elite people. They were not known for their education. They were the most common of the common. They were fishermen and farmers.


Christ had deliberately passed over those who were influential and chose men who were at the bottom of the social pyramid. God exalts the humble and lays low those who are proud (Psalm 8:2). It should be no surprise then, that Christ distained religious elitism. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were blind leaders of the blind, much like today. Most members of the Jewish establishment at that time were so spiritually blind that when the Messiah came and performed miracles before their eyes, they still did not see Him as the Messiah. They saw Him as an intruder. They regarded Him as the enemy. And, from the very outset, from the first time that He preached in public, they sought a way to have Him murdered (Luke 4: 28-29).

In the end, it was the chief priests and ruling council of Israel who led the cry for Jesus’ blood. The religious establishment hated Him. So, it was no wonder that when the time came for Christ to choose and appoint the apostles, He looked away from the religious elite and chose instead, simple men of faith. These men, be every earthly standard, were commonplace individuals.












(2)

No one, not even the religious leaders, denied however, the miracles of Christ. There were too many, and they had been done too publicly to be dismissed, even by the most skeptical. No one could honestly question whether or not He truly had power over the supernatural world.

What irritated the religious leaders were not the miracles. They could have lived with the fact that He could walk on water, or that He could make enough food to feed thousands of people. What they could NOT tolerate was being called sinners (Luke 4:18). They were too smugly self-righteous. So when Jesus came preaching repentance, they could not and would not tolerate it. Therefore, it was ultimately because of His message that they hated Him, and eventually executed Him.
This is precisely why when it came time for Him to appoint the apostles, He chose lowly, ordinary men. These were men who were not reluctant to acknowledge their own sinfulness.

Matthew, the Publican
· In all likelihood, none of the Twelve was more notorious as a sinner than Matthew.
· Mark 2: 14 – He is called by his Jewish name- “Levi”- the son of Alphaeus. 

· Luke refers to him as “Levi” as well, in Luke 6:15 & Acts 1:13).
· Matthew is the author of the gospel that bears his name. For that reason, we might expect to have a lot of detail concerning this man and his character. The fact of the matter is, however, that we know very little about Matthew.

· The only thing we know for sure is that he was a humble, self-effacing man who kept himself almost completely in the background throughout his lengthy account of Jesus’ life ande ministry. 

· In his entire Gospel, he mentions his own name only two times. Once, where records his calling, and the other is he lists all twelve apostles. 

· The name “Matthew” means- “gift of the Lord”. He was a tax collector who left everything to follow the Lord( Luke 5: 27,28). In his own list of the twelve, he explicitly calls himself a “tax collector”. 

· This is the last credential we would expect to see from a man who would become an apostle of Christ, a top leader in the Church, and a preacher of the gospel. After all, tax collectors were the most despised people in Israel. They were hated and vilified by all of Jewish society.
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· Publicans were men who bought tax franchises from the Roman emperor and then extorted money from the people of Israel to feed the Roman coffers and to pad their own pockets. 

· They often strong-armed money out of people with the use of thugs. Most were despicable, vile, unprincipled scoundrels.

· Relate the calling of Matthew in Luke 5: 29 – 32.
· For a Jewish man like Matthew to be a tax collector was even worse. His occupation made him a traitor to the nation. He would also have been a religious outcast, forbidden to enter any synagogue.
· Matthew’s only friends were the riff-raff of society – petty criminals, hoodlums, prostitutes, etc. They were the ones he invited to his house to meet Jesus. Jesus and His apostles, according to Matthew’s own account, gladly came and ate with such people.
· There were two kinds of tax collectors; the Gabbai and the Mokhes. The Gabbai were general tax collectors. They collected property tax, income tax, and the poll tax. The Mokhes, however, collected a duty on imports and exports, and goods for domestic trade. There were two kinds of Mokhes; the Great Mokhes, and the Little Mokhes. Matthew was evidently a Little Mokhes, because he actually manned a tax office where he dealt with people face to face. He was the one who people saw and resented the most.
· Matthew instantly and without hesitation “arose and followed Him”. He abandoned the tax office. He left his toll booth and walked away from his cursed profession forever. 
· The decision was irreversible once he made it. Once Matthew walked away, he could never go back. Nor did he ever regret his decision. What was it in a man like Matthew that caused him to drop everything at once like that?
· The best answer we can deduce is that whatever Matthew’s tortured soul may have experienced because of the profession he had chosen to be in, down deep inside he was a Jew who knew and loved the OT. He was spiritually hungry.
· This is virtually all we know about Matthew: He knew the OT, he believed in God, he looked for the Messiah, he dropped everything immediately when he met Jesus, and in the joy of his newfound relationship, he embraced the outcasts of his world and introduced them to Jesus.
· Early tradition indicates that Matthew was burned at the stake.
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