


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
“Twelve Ordinary Men Series” 
Thomas, The Pessimist
The final apostle in the second group of four is a familiar name: Thomas. He is typically nicknamed “Doubting Thomas,” but that may not be the most fitting label for him. He was a better man than opinionated hindsight would indicate .It is probably a fair statement, however, to say that Thomas was somewhat of a negative person. He was a worrywart. He was a brooder. He tended to anxious. He was the Eeyore of Winnie-the-Pooh. He anticipated the worst all the time. To that end, pessimism, rather than doubt, seems to have been his besetting sin.

Thomas, according to John 11:16, was also called “Didymus,” which means “the twin.” Apparently he had a twin brother or sister, but his twin was never identified in Scripture. Like Nathaneal, Thomas was mentioned only once in the three synoptic Gospels. In each case, he is simply named with the other eleven apostles in a list. No details about him are given by Matthew, Mark, or Luke. We learn everything we know about his character from John’s Gospel.
It becomes obvious from John’s record that Thomas had a tendency to look only into the darkest corners of life. He seemed always to anticipate the worst of everything. Yet despite his pessimism, some wonderfully redeeming elements of his character come through in John’s account.
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I) Thomas’s Real Character
John’s first mention of Thomas is found in John 11:16. It is a single verse, yet it speaks volumes about Thomas’s real character. In this context, John is describing the prelude to the raising of Lazarus.

· John 10:40 – Jesus had left Jerusalem because his life was in danger there.

· V42 – Great crowds of people came out to hear Jesus preach. This may have been the most fruitful time of ministry the disciples had witnessed in all the time since they had begun to follow Christ.  People were responsive. Souls were being converted. Jesus was able to mister freely without the opposition of the religious rulers of Jerusalem. 
· Just then, something happened to interrupt their time in the wilderness. John 11: 1-2 – Lazarus, the close friend of Jesus, was dying. 

· It was that Mary, who had anointed Jesus’ feet with fragrant oil and wiped them dry with her hair, who notified Jesus of the pending death of her brother, Lazarus.

· Bethany was on the outskirts of Jerusalem. Jesus had formed a close and loving relationship with this little family who lived there. He loved them with a special affection. He had stayed with them, and they had provided for His needs. 
· Now His dear friend was sick, and Mary and Martha had sent word to Jesus (V3). They knew that if Jesus came to see Lazarus, He would heal him.
· This presented a quandary. One could literally see the Temple from Bethany. If Jesus went that close to Jerusalem, he would stand the risk of being seized and stoned to death by the Jewish leaders.

· (V4) – The disciples must have breathed a sigh of relief when Jesus gave them His answer. What he meant was that Lazarus’s death would not be the ultimate result of his sickness. The Son of God would glorify Himself by raising Lazarus from the dead!
· Jesus knew, of course, that Lazarus would die. In fact, he knew the very hour of his death. 
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· (V5&6) – At first glance, this appears to be a contradictive statement: Jesus loved Lazarus and his family, so He stayed put while Lazarus was dying. He deliberately tarried to give Lazarus time to die.

· But this was an act of love, because ultimately, the blessing they received when Lazarus was raised from the dead was a greater blessing than if he had merely been healed of his sickness! It glorified Jesus in a greater way. It strengthened their faith in Him immeasurably more. Of course, Jesus knew exactly when Lazarus died. That is why He waited. 

· (V13-15) – At this point, the apostles knew that Jesus had to go back. To them, it must have seemed like the worst possible disaster. They were floundering in fear. They were convinced that if Jesus returned to Bethany, He would be killed. But He had made up His mind.
· (V16) It was at this point that Thomas spoke up. Here is where we meet him for the first time in all the Gospel records. He makes a very pessimistic statement; yet. It was a heroic pessimism.

· He could see nothing but disaster ahead. He was convinced that Jesus was headed straight for a stoning. Thomas was determined to go and die with Him. You have to admire his courage. 

· Thomas had the courage to be loyal, even in the face of his pessimism. It is much easier for an optimist to be loyal. He always expects the best. It is difficult for a pessimist to be loyal; because he is convinced the worst is going to happen. 

· Thomas displayed heroic pessimism. This is real courage. Thomas followed Jesus with an undaunted courage. He would rather die than to be left behind and separated from Christ.
II) Thomas’s Profound Love
Thomas’s profound love shows up again in John 14. Here we see that Jesus was telling them of His imminent departure.

· (V5) – Again we see his pessimism. In essence, he was saying, “You’re leaving. We will never get to where you are going. We don’t even know how to get there.”

· Here is a man with deep love. Thomas is a man whose relationship with Christ is so strong that he never wanted to be severed from Him. His heart 
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· was broken as he heard speak of leaving them. He was shattered. The thought of losing Christ paralyzed him. 
· He would have been glad to die with Christ, but he could not think of living without Him. You have to admire his devotion to Christ.

· This was overwhelming for Thomas. And, his worst fears came true. Jesus died, and he didn’t.

We see Thomas next in John 20. After Jesus’ death, all the disciples were in deep sorrow. They all got together to comfort one another; except for Thomas, John 20:24.
· Jesus came and appeared to the disciples there in the Upper Room. Thomas missed the whole thing. Why wasn’t he there? It is possible that as a pessimist, he was off somewhere wallowing in his own pity. He may have been thinking he would never find a way to get to where Jesus was. He was undoubtedly regretting the fact that he did not die with Jesus, as he had so determined to do in the first place.

· (V 25) – It was because of this statement that he has been nicknamed “Doubting Thomas.” Remember, however, the other disciples did not believe in the resurrection either, until they saw Jesus. (John 20:20)
· What set Thomas apart from the other ten was not that his doubt was greater, but that his sorrow was greater.

· (V 26) – No one needed to tell Jesus what Thomas had said. The Lord was amazingly gentle with him. He understands our weaknesses (Hebrews 4: 15), so He understands our doubt. The proof of Thomas’ love was the profoundness of his despair.

Thomas was transformed into a great evangelist, and along with the other apostles a short time later, at Pentecost, he was filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered for ministry. 

He carried the Gospel as far away as India. There is to this day a small hill near the airport in Madras, India, where Thomas is said to have been buried. Tradition has it that he was martyred for his faith by being run through with a spear- a fitting form of martyrdom for one whose faith came of age when he saw the spear mark in his Master’s side and for one who longed to be reunited with his Lord.
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