


Wednesday Evening Bible Study

“Twelve Ordinary Men Series” 
Luke 6: 13-16
Name: ___________________                   Date: ________

Common Men, Uncommon Calling
I) Introduction to “The Twelve”:
· Definition of a “disciple”- Greek text- “mathetes”- meaning “learners, students.”
· Definition of an “apostle”- Greek text- “apostoloi"- meaning “ messengers, sent ones.”

· “The Twelve” were personally selected and called by Christ. He knew them as only their creator could know them (John 1:47).

· These men were perfectly ordinary in every way. Even Jesus remarked that they were slow learners, and somewhat spiritually ignorant (Luke 24:25)

· The twelve chosen ones were empowered and used by God to spread the gospel message and to turn the world upside down (Acts 17:6).  

· (2)

· Here we see that God can use ordinary people; actually He prefers to use just ordinary people, as instruments to carry the message of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.
· From our human perspective, the founding of the church hinged entirely on the twelve men whose most outstanding characteristic was their ordinariness (James 5:17).
· The amount of time that “The Twelve” had to spend with Jesus was very brief. To understand this concept, we must consider the fact that Jesus’ entire ministry from baptism to resurrection lasted only about three years. The intensive training time with the disciples was only about half that long (Matthew 10:1-4)
· That means these few men, whose backgrounds were in mundane trades and earthly occupations, had little more than 18 months training for the monumental task to which they were called. There was no second string, no back-up players, no plan B if the Twelve failed.

· God chooses the humble, the lowly, the meek, and the weak so that there is never any question concerning the source of power when their lives change the world (Acts 17:6)

· Why Twelve? Why not eight? Why not twenty-four? The number twelve was filled with symbolic importance. There were twelve tribes in Israel. BUT... Israel was apostate (renunciation of religious faith). Their belief was based on physical descent from Abraham rather than the faith of Abraham. In choosing twelve apostles, Christ was in effect appointing new leadership for the new covenant. The apostles represented the new leaders of the true Israel of God and symbolized judgment against the twelve tribes of the OT.
II) The Four Phases of Their Calling:

1) The calling to conversion: Every disciple is called first to salvation. You cannot give something away unless you have it first. We see this in John 1: 35-51. We must recognize Jesus as the true Lamb of God and Lord of all, and embrace Him by faith. This phase of their lives did not involve full-time discipleship. This is why they are often referenced as mending their nets.











(3)

2) Their call to the ministry: We find this in Luke 5. This was the occasion when Jesus pushed out from shore to escape the multitudes and taught from Peter’s boat. After He finished teaching, He instructed Peter to launch out to deep water and put in his nets. Peter did so, even though the timing was wrong (it was easier to catch fish at night when the water was cooler and the fish surfaced to feed). Peter was exhausted from fishing all night with no success, yet did what Jesus told him to do. The results were overwhelming- nearly sinking the boat from the weight of the fish that were caught (verses 6-7).

3) Their call to apostleship: We find this in Matthew 10:1-4. It was at this point that Christ selected and appointed twelve men in particular and made them His apostles. Their apostleship began with a kind of internship Mark 6:7). They were sent out two by two. At this stage, they were not ready to go out alone. Throughout this phase of their training, The Lord Himself stuck closely with them, and they were always checking back with Him. 
4) Their call to martyrdom: This phase occurred after Jesus’ resurrection. After the betrayal of Christ, there were only eleven. Jesus appeared to the remaining eleven in His resurrection body, and sent them al into the world, commanding them to disciple the nations. Each of them ultimately gave his life for the sake of the gospel. History records that all but one of them were killed for their testimony. Only John was said to have lived to old age, and he was severely persecuted for Christ’s sake, and then exiled to the tiny island of Patmos. 

* The apostles’ relatively brief time of training with Jesus bore eternal fruit.  At first, it might have seemed that everything would be for naught.  The night Jesus was betrayed, they were scattered like sheep whose shepherd had been killed.  Yet after Jesus ascended into Heaven, the Holy Spirit came, infused them with power, and enabled them to do what Christ had trained them to do.  Those men, through the legacy of the New Testament scripture and the testimony they left, are still changing the world even today.
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