


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
“Twelve Extraordinary Women Series”
Mary: Blessed Among Women
Luke 1:27

Her Heritage

1) Luke offers the genealogy of Mary in Luke 3: 23-28. Matthew offers his version in Matthew 1: 1-16. Both Joseph and Mary descended from David; therefore, prior to David, they shared the same genealogy.

2) Mary’s branch of David’s family tree can be traced through David’s son, Nathan; while Joseph’s branch is the royal line, through Solomon.

3) It is important to note that Christ inherited David’s throne through His stepfather, which was His birthright as the first-born son. Jesus’ blood relationship to David, however, came through Mary, who descended from an otherwise inconsequential branch of David’s family.

4) Mary’s faith was an extraordinary example of the kind of faith Jesus blessed. She was sincere, earnestly worshipped, childlike in her trust of the Lord, and utterly dependent on Him.
5) Then, she found herself unexpectedly thrust into the very role that each one of her illustrious ancestors had longed to fulfill. She would become the mother of the promised Redeemer.
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The Announcement That Changed Her Life

1) When we first meet Mary in Luke’s gospel it is on the occasion when an angel appeared to her suddenly and without fanfare to disclose to her God’s wonderful plan.  You will find this in Luke 1:26-27.

2)  Mary is the equivalent of the Hebrew “Miriam.”  This name may be derived for the Hebrew word for “bitter.”  This may refer to the bitterness of her trials.

3) Mary’s young life may well have been filled with bitter hardships.  Her hometown was a community in a poor district of Galilee.  We can reference John 1:45-46.  Mary had lived there all of her life in a community where good things were very scarce.  

4)  We can see that Mary had a sister according to John 19:25.  There’s not enough data in the text to identify accurately who the sister was; however, she was a close enough disciple of Jesus to be present with the other faithful women at the crucifixion.  

5) Mary was also a close relative of Elizabeth, mother of John the Baptist.  You will find this in Luke 1:36.  They may have been cousins, or Elizabeth might have been Mary’s aunt.  Luke’s account describes Elizabeth as already “in her old age.”  Mary, on the other hand, seems to have been quite young. 
6)  In fact, at the time of the Annunciation, Mary was probably still a teenager.  It was customary for girls in that culture to be betrothed while they were still as young as 13 years of age.  Marriages were typically arranged by the bridegroom or his parents.  Mary was betrothed to Joseph, about who we know next to nothing – except that he was a carpenter (Mark 6:3) and a righteous man (Mathew 1:19).

7) Scripture is very clear in teaching that Mary was still a virgin when Jesus was miraculously conceived in her womb. Her betrothal to Joseph was a legal engagement known as kiddushin, which in that culture typically lasted a full year.  Kiddushin was legally as binding as marriage itself.  Only a legal divorce could dissolve the marriage contract.  

8)  It is important to note that when the angel appeared to Mary she was already formally bound to Joseph by the kiddushin.  We can read of Mary’s encounter with the angel in Luke 1:28-35.  

9)  The privilege of being the one through whom the redeemer would come came at a high cost to Mary, because it carried the stigma of an unwed pregnancy.  Even Joseph assumed the worst.

10)  We can only imagine how his heart sank when he learned that Mary was pregnant, and he knew he was not the father.  His first inclination was to divorce her quietly.  He was a righteous man and loved her, so scripture says he was not willing to make a public example of her.  However, he was so shaken by the news of her pregnancy that at first he saw no)
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option by divorce.  Then an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream and reassured him (Matthew 1:20-21).  
11)  There is no evidence that Mary ever brooded over the effects her pregnancy would have on her reputation.  She instantly, humbly, and joyfully submitted to God’s will without doubt or question.  

12)  This demonstrated that she was a young woman of mature faith and one who was a worshipper of the true God.  Her great joy over the Lord’s plan for her would soon be very evident. 

Mary’s Response of Worship

1)  Mary, filled with joy and praise, hurried to the hill country to visit her beloved relative, Elizabeth.  It seems she simply wanted a kindred spirit to share her heart with.  
2) While Elizabeth was much older, maybe in here 80’s, and had always been unable to conceive, and Mary was at the beginning of life, both had been supernaturally blessed by God to conceive.  

3)  Elizabeth’s immediate response to the sound of Mary’s voice gave Mary independent confirmation of all that the angel had told her.  We can find this in Luke 1:41-45.  

4)  Elizabeth’s message was prophetic, of course, and Mary instantly understood that.  Mary had learned from an angel about Elizabeth’s pregnancy.  Nothing indicates that Mary had sent word of her own circumstances to Elizabeth.  Mary’s sudden arrival had all indications of a surprise to her relative.  

5)  Mary replied with prophetic words of her own.  Her saying is known as the Magnificat, Latin for the outpouring of Mary’s praise.  

6)  It is clear that Mary’s young heart and mind were already saturated by the Word of God.  She included not only echoes of two of Hanna’s prayers (1 Samuel 1:11; 2:1-10), but also several other allusions to the law, the psalms, and the prophets.  

7)  Mary’s worship was clearly from the heart.  She was plainly consumed by the wonder of His grace to her.  She seemed amazed that an absolutely holy God would do such great things for one as undeserving as she.  
8)  This was not the prayer of one who claimed to be conceived immaculately, without the corruption of original sin.  It was, on the contrary, the glad rejoicing of one who knew God intimately as her Savior.  

9)  Now, her own child would be the living fulfillment of God’s promise.  No wonder Mary’s heart overflowed with such praise.  [image: image1.png]
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