“In a Place By Itself”
John 20: 1-10

Prelude: 

Jesus did not appear to the unbelievers (John 14:19), because the evidence of His resurrection would not have convinced them, as the miracles had not (Luke 16:31). Jesus therefore appears exclusively to His own in order to confirm their faith in the living Christ. These appearances were so profound, they transformed the disciples from cowardly men hiding in fear to bold witnesses for Christ. John’s purpose in recording these resurrection appearances was to demonstrate that Jesus’ physical and bodily resurrection was the crowning proof that He truly is the Messiah and the Son of God who laid down His life for His own (Romans 1:4).

I) First Things First:
Verse 1:

· “the fist day of the week”- is a reference to Sunday. From then on, believers set aside Sunday to meet and remember the marvelous resurrection of the Lord (Acts 20:7: “On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread, Paul began talking to them, intending to leave the next day, and he prolonged his message until midnight”).

· “early, when it was yet dark”- perhaps the reason why Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene  was to demonstrate faith by 

(2)

His personal, loving faithfulness to someone who had an ugly past; but clearly because she loved Him so dearly that she appeared before anyone else at the tomb. 
· Her purpose in coming was to finish the preparation of Jesus’ body for burial by bringing more spices.

Verse 2:

· the other disciple whom Jesus loved was the author of the book, John. 

· Although Jesus had predicted His resurrection many times, it was more than she could believe at that point. It would take His showing Himself alive to them (Acts 1:3) for them to believe.

II) A Place by Itself:

· a contrast existed between the resurrection of Lazarus (John 11:44) and that of Jesus. 
· The state of the linen wrappings.

III) See and Believe:

* John saw the grave clothes, and at that point he believed.
IV) A Place by Itself:

