“Heaven’s Bookkeeping”

Luke 6:38

I) Tithing – Leviticus 27:30
The two concepts of our society that we place value on as human beings unrelated to our spiritual well being are time and money. Ironically, both of them, in their entirety, belong to God. Everything that we have in our lives above zero is given to us by God’s loving hand of mercy. 
· Definition of Tithe- “one-tenth” or “ten per-cent”.

· Jesus said more about money than He did about heaven- in fact- most of His parables had something to do with money.

· Why? Because everything in our lives eventually evolves into an economic situation. We where the clothes that we can afford, we live in the house that we can afford, we drive the car that we can afford...

· The Bible clearly instructs us on how to be good stewards of our money. God does not want us to be burdened down with debt and stress. We cannot function properly as Christians with this burden upon us.

· If we will only listen to the instructions of Jesus Christ, our finances will become a blessing to us instead of a curse.

· For too many Christians there is too much month at the end of the money. Because money affects our lives in a very real way, satan prefers us to be in debt financially and stressed; however, God wants to bless us with 100 fold- pressed down and running over.

· Ten per cent of our gross earnings belong to God. Don’t dare give it to me or any other preacher. You will put a curse on both of us. This money belongs to God.

· We are instructed by scripture to bring our tithes into the storehouse. The storehouse is your local church- the one you belong to as a member. Supporting any other ministry with your tithe money is not true tithing.

(2)

· God will bless us in many ways if we tithe properly. We cannot measure His blessings by any monetary value.
· How much is your health worth to you? How much is your family and their health worth to you? Many people claim that they have worked hard for everything they own- yet they have forgotten that without the health and intelligence granted to them by God, they would never have had the ability to earn it in the first place.
· Keep your tithe where it belongs- in the fellowship of this church.

· People who tithe are more blessed than those who don’t. Malachi warns us that if we call ourselves Christians, and we withhold our tithes in their entirety, we are stealing from God. ( Malachi 3: 8-12)

· In fact, God will withhold blessings from you if you are not a good steward of your money.

II) Giving- Luke 6:38

· Tithing is NOT giving. Giving is anything over and above your tithe.
· Jesus Christ said in 1John 3:22- “Ask and you shall receive”. 

· When we give from our hearts, God will out give us back every time. “Pressed down and running over”.

· Interject story of motorcycle trip.
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· Scripture tells us that there is nothing in our flesh that is any good.

· Therefore, when our flesh feels good with anything that we are doing in spiritual nature, we have missed the will of God. 

· When we give, it needs to cause our flesh nature to be uncomfortable. Yes, we will worry, because our flesh is weak.
· Our flesh will not co-operate with us when we give from an open heart. We need to trust God, admit that we are weak in the flesh, and do what His Word says.
· We need to teach ourselves to delight in giving. Get into the habit of giving someone something everyday. It doesn’t have to be money. The objective is to serve God by serving others with an open and humble heart.

· You do the math; if everyone in our congregation tithed they way they should this coming Sunday, and then gave with an open and humble heart, we would need to form a committee to figure out what to do with the extra incoming revenue!

· When you go to the grocery store- thank God for the food He has allowed you to buy, and then pick up some for your neighbor. You might say “I can’t do that-it would embarrass me- You are full of pride-get rid of it!

· Most people that give will do so as long as it does not affect their comfort zone.

· If you give to glorify God, He will use you as a conduit for His blessings. You cannot imagine the blessings that He will pour out on you and to the one you are giving to, including your church.

· To obtain victory over financial stress, we must first tithe faithfully and then give to others with a humble heart.

· God wants His children, including you and I, to stop struggling financially and experience His blessings- Good measure-pressed and running over!
· God wants you to stop struggling to make ends meet- you have never learned the economy of Heaven.
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· You have never moved into the arena of giving and allowed God to use your hands as conduit to bless you and others around you. 

· Its not that God does not want us to have things- its that He does not want us to want them.

· God’s blessings on us as a church and you as an individual will depend on our and your degree of generosity toward others- humility, humbleness.

· The blessings on us as a church will be directly relevant to the portions we give back as God has blessed us.

Our money does not matter to God. We, as mankind have given it value. What matters to God is that we put absolutely nothing else ahead of Him. And we give to our church, and to those around us, to the point to where it causes us to be uncomfortable within our flesh; He will pour out blessing after blessing on us as a church and in our individual lives.

My prayer as Pastor of New Hope is that we will become a giving people; to see you released from your burden and stress, to claim victory over satan, to help others with a humble heart, to receive blessings from God, but most of all, to glorify His holy name.

