


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
“Twelve Extraordinary Women Series”
Hannah: A Portrait of Feminine Grace

Hannah prayed and said: “My heart rejoices in the Lord; My horn is exalted in the Lord. I smile at my enemies, because I rejoice in Your salvation.”

                                                                                                1 Samuel 2:1

Introduction:

The name Hannah means “grace.” It is a fitting designation for a woman whose life was crowned with grace and who became a living emblem of the grace of motherhood. Yet, Hannah almost despaired over ever becoming a mother. Just like we will soon see with Sarah, she was childless and distraught over it. Both women’s marriages were plagued with stress because of their husband’s bigamy. However, in both women’s cases, the answers to their prayers turned out to be exceedingly more significant than they could have ever imagined.

Hannah’s son, Samuel, was the last of the judges. He was also a priest- the one who inaugurated  the true royal line of Israel by anointing David as king. Samuel became a towering figure in Israel’s history.

Hannah’s life resembled Mary, the mother of Jesus, in many ways. Her prayer of dedication in 1 Samuel was the model for Mary’s Magnificat in Luke 1: 46-55. Both Hannah and Mary formally dedicated their firstborn sons to the Lord ( 1Sam. 1:24-28; Luke 2: 22-24).  Surrender to God’s will would cost them each of them dearly in terms of emotional suffering. In Hannah’s case, this meant the painful sorrow of separation from her own child. Samuel left home to begin his full-time training in the tabernacle when he was still a young toddler, at a time when most children still enjoy the comfort of their mother’s arms.
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A Godly Heritage

· Hannah was an obscure woman living in a remote part of Israel with her husband Elkanah. They made their home in the territory occupied by the tribe of Ephraim.

· Elkanah actually descended from Levi, by way of Kohath.The Kohathites were one of three major lines in the tribe of Levi. Both Moses and Aaron were Kohathites, according to 1Chronicles 6: 2-3.

· The sons of Kohath were assigned responsibility for the most sacred furnishings of the tabernacle, including the ark of the covenant (Numbers 3: 30-31).

· When Israel moved camp from one place to another in the wilderness, it was the Kohathites duty to disassemble the Holy of Holies and transport the ark and all the sacred utensils according to a strict procedure.

· Once Israel occupied the Promised Land permanently and the tabernacle was finally situated at Shiloh, the Kohatites seemed to have devoted themselves to other priestly functions- especially leading music, prayer, and praise in the tabernacle (1 Chronicles 6:31-33).

· Men from the tribe of Levi took turns every year(for weeks at a time) seving in the tabernacle. Hannah faithfully traveled with Elkanah to the tabernacle in Shiloh every year to worship and offer sacrifice. Scripture portrays them as a devout family, living in a dismal period of Israel’s history.

· The ark of the covenant was eventually lost to the Philistines, until a century later when David retrieved it and brought it home to Israel. The loss of the ark occurred just a few short years after Hannah is introduced in Scripture ( 1Samuel 4: 10-11, 1:2) It was the climatic and defining moment of that backslidden era. 

· In those dry and gloomy days, Hannah stood out as a ray of light. Not only was she a godly mother and wife, but in a spiritually cold generation she exemplified patience, prayerfulness, faith, meekness, submission, spiritual devotion, and motherly love.

· In spite of her character, Hannah’s home life was often troubled and sorrowful. Her husband was a bigamist- meaning he had two wives-one was Hannah and the other was named Peninnah. Peninnah had children- Hannah did not, and she was consistently made fun of and ridiculed for this.

· Hannah was in constant anguish because of her infertility, and she was tormented by Peninnah. This burden and stress made her life almost unbearable. She longed to be a mother. This was her one ambition in life.
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Love For Her Husband

· From the beginning of Scripture’s account of her family, it is evident that Hannah had a deep love for her family, as did Elkanah for her (1 Samuel 1:4-5). Her marriage was not a perfect one- Chiefly because of the jealousy and rivalry her husband’s polygamous marriage caused. Hannah was the first wife. Elkanah later married Peninnah because of Hannah’s barrenness. Remember, it was deemed vitally important in that culture to have children who could maintain the family inheritance and the family name. 

· Hannah’s love for her husband is the first key to understanding her profound influence as a mother. Contrary to popular opinion, the most important characteristic of a godly mother is not her relationship with her children- it is her love for her husband.
· The love between husband and wife is the real key to a thriving family. The properly situated family has marriage at the center; families should not revolve around the children.

· All parents need to heed this lesson: what you communicate to your children through your marital relationship will stay with them for the rest of their lives. By watching how their mother and father treat one another, they will learn the most fundamental lessons of life- love, self-sacrifice, integrity, virtue, sin, sympathy, compassion, understanding, and forgiveness. Whatever you teach them about those things, right or wrong, is planted deep within their hearts.

· The emphasis on the centrality of marriage was very evident between Elkanah and Hannah. With all of their domestic issues, they nonetheless had a healthy marriage and an abiding love for one another. Their inability to have children together was like an open wound. 

· They worshipped God together, and they did so regularly. Worship seemed to have been a central aspect of Hannah and Elkanah’s lives together. This was what kept their love for one another strong in the face of so much adversity. 

· It also explains the second reason why Hannah was such an influential mother. As much as she loved Elkanah, there was an even greater love that motivated her.
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Love For Heaven

· Hannah obviously had a deep and abiding love for God. Her spiritual passion was seen in the fervency of her prayer life. She was a devout woman whose affections were set on heavenly things, not on earthly things. Her desire for a child was no mere craving for self-gratification.

· It wasn’t about her. It wasn’t about getting what she wanted. It was about self-sacrifice- giving herself to her child- in order to give him back to the Lord. 

· Hannah did not only pray for a child- she prayed for a son. She begged God for a son who would be fit to serve in the tabernacle. If God would give her that son, she would give him back to God. 

· Hannah’s actions proved that she wanted a child not for her own pleasure, but because she wanted to dedicate him to the Lord.

· She persisted in prayer. It was her distinctive virtue; constant, steadfast faith. We can see this in 1 Samuel 1:12. She stayed before the Lord, even with a broken heart, pouring out tearful prayers. Her trials thus had the benefit of making her a woman of prayer. She truly exemplified what it meant to pray without ceasing.
· The value of persistent prayer is one of the central lessons from Hannah’s life. We can see this in 1 Samuel 1: 10-11. There were two parts to Hannah’s vow: one was to give the child to the Lord. The other was avow to never cut his hair. These restrictions were signs of consecration to God.

· Levites, as we have seen, took turns serving in the tabernacle. No one had the responsibility for life. John the Baptist also seemed to have been under a similar lifelong vow (Luke 7:33), but normally such vows lasted a few weeks or years at the most.

· Hannah obviously wanted her son to be a Godly man, serving and glorifying the Lord all his life. These were not promises she made lightly, and when God finally answered her prayer, she did not back down from the difficult duty her vow had placed on her as Samuel’s mother.

· When God did answer her prayer by giving her the son she had asked for, her thankful heart responded with a pure, and unbroken stream of praise. Her words are recorded in 1 Samuel 2: 1-10, and they are a masterpiece.
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Love For Her Home

· A third major characteristic of Hannah was her devotion to home and family. This is seen from the beginning, with her love for Elkanah, and his love for her. We also see it in the way she rose above the petty strife and feuding Peninnah deliberately tried to sow within her own household. We see it again in Hannah’s intense longing to be a mother. We see it best in how committed she was to her child in his infancy.

· When Hannah and Elkanah returned home after her encounter with Eli in the tabernacle, God answered her prayer ( 1Samuel 1: 19-20). 

· The meaning of the name Samuel is not entirely clear; although in Hebrew, the name is very similar to Ishmael, which means, “God shall hear.”

· Hannah devoted herself to Samuel’s care for the next few years. When it came time to make the first trip to Shiloh after the baby’s birth, she told her husband she planned to stay at home with Samuel until he was weaned. Then we read verse 22. She knew her time with Samuel would be short.

· No mother was ever more devoted to her home and her child. Hannah seemed to understand how vital those early years are, when 90% of the personality is formed. She prepared Samuel in those formative years for a lifetime of service to God – the high calling to which she had consecrated him before he was ever born. Those early years of his life set a course from which he never deviated.

· The only blot on his record came in his old age when he mad his sons judges and they perverted justice ( 1Samuel 8 :1-3). Samuel’s own failure as a father was one that owed more to the influence of Eli, the old priest, than to the example of Hannah.

· Scripture says God blessed Hannah with five more children- three sons and two daughters(v.21). Her home and her life became rich and full. She was truly blessed by God. Her love for heaven, husband, and home are still the true priorities for every godly wife and mother. 

· Her extraordinary life stands as a wonderful example to women today who want their homes to be places where God is honored, even in the midst of a dark and sinful culture. 

· Hannah showed us what the Lord can do through one woman totally and unreservedly devoted to Him.
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