


Wednesday Evening Bible Study
“Twelve Extraordinary Women Series”
Introduction
This series of Bible Study will introduce you to 12 women that stand out in Scripture. Their personalities, character, and dedication to God are examples for us all to study and live by, as we pursue a closer walk with our Savior, Jesus Christ.

1) Eve: Mother of All Living  
                     7) Anna: The Faithful Witness

2) Sarah: Hoping Against Hope                        8) The Samaritan Woman: Finding the Water of Life

3) Rahab: A Horrible Life Redeemed               9) Martha and Mary: Working & Worshipping
4) Ruth: Loyalty and Love                                  10) Mary Magdalene: Delivered From Darkness

5) Hannah: A Portrait of Grace                          11) Lydia: A Hospitable Heart Opened

6) Mary: Blessed Among Women

One of the unique features of the Bible is the way it exalts women. Far from demeaning or belittling women, Scripture seems to go out of the way to pay homage to them, to advocate their roles in society and family; to acknowledge the importance of their influence, and to exalt the virtues of women who were particularly godly examples.
From the very first chapter of the Bible, we are taught that women, like men, bear the stamp of God’s own image (Genesis 1:27, 5: 1-2). Women play prominent roles in many key biblical narratives. Wives are seen as venerated partners and cherished companions to their husbands, not merely slaves or pieces of household furniture (Proverbs 19:14). God commanded children to honor both father and mother (Exodus 20:12). That was a revolutionary concept in an era when most pagan cultures were dominated by men who ruled their households with an iron fist while women were usually regarded as lesser creatures- mere servants to men.

The Bible recognizes divinely ordained role distinctions between men and women. For example, women have a unique and vital role in childbearing and nurturing little ones. 











(2)
Women themselves also have a particular need for support and protection, because physically, they are weaker vessels (1Peter 3:7). Scripture establishes the proper order in the family and in the church accordingly, assigning the duties of headship and protection in the home to the husbands (Ephesians 5:23), and appointing men in the church to the teaching and leadership roles (1Timothy 2: 11-15).
Yet women are by no means marginalized or relegated to any second-class status. On the contrary, Scripture seems to set women apart for special honor (1 Peter 3:7). Husbands are commanded to love their wives sacrificially, as Christ loves the Church- even, if necessary, at the cost of their own lives(Ephesians 5:25-31). The Bible acknowledges and celebrates the priceless value of a virtuous woman (Proverbs 12:4, 1 Cor. 11:7). In other words, from cover to cover, the Bible portrays women as extraordinary.

In the social and religious life of Israel and the NT Church, women were never relegated to the background. They partook with men in all the feasts and public worship of Israel (Deut. 16:14). Women were not required to be veiled or silent in the public square as they are in some Middle Eastern cultures even today(1Samuel1:12). Mothers shared teaching responsibilities and authority over their children. Women could even be landowners in Israel (Numbers 27:8). In fact, wives were expected to administer many of the affairs of their own households (1Timothy 5:9-10, 14).
Christianity, born in a world where Roman and Hebrew cultures intersected, elevated the status of women to an unprecedented height. Jesus’ disciples included several women (Luke 8: 1-3) , a practice almost unheard of among the rabbis of His day. Not only that, He encouraged their discipleship by portraying it as something more needful than domestic service (Luke 10:38-42). In fact Christ’s first recorded explicit disclosure of His own identity as the true Messiah was made to a Samaritan woman (John 4: 25-26). He always treated women with the utmost dignity – even those who might otherwise be regarded as outcasts (Matthew 9:20).
It is no surprise, therefore, that women became prominent in the ministry of the early church (1Cor. 11: 11-15). On the day of Pentecost, when the New Testament church was born, women were their with the chief disciples, praying (Acts 1: 12-14). John’s second epistle was addressed to a prominent woman in one of the churches under his oversight. Even the apostle Paul, sometimes falsely accused by critics of Scripture as a male chauvinist, regularly ministered alongside women (Phil. 4:3). He recorded and applauded their faithfulness and their giftedness (Romans 16: 1-6).
Even when secular movements have arisen claiming to be concerned with women’s rights; their efforts have generally been detrimental to the status of women.  The feminist movement of our generation, for example, is case in point. Feminism has devalued and defamed femininity. As a result, women are now being sent into combat situations, subjected to grueling physical labor once reserved for men, exposed to all kinds of indignities in the workplace, and encouraged to act and talk like men. Meanwhile, modern feminists condemn women who want family and household to be their first priorities, disparaging the role of motherhood. That is certainly not the message of Scripture. As we have seen, Scripture honors women as women, and it encourages them to seek honor in a uniquely feminine way (Proverbs 31: 10-30).
Scripture never discounts the female intellect, downplays the talents and abilities of women, or discourages the right use of women’s spiritual gifts. The faithfulness of these 12 women is their true, lasting legacy.
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