“Coming Home”
Luke 24: 46-53

Communion:
Mark 14: 22
· It is significant that Jesus established the truth of the New Covenant while in the midst of eating the Passover.

· “this is my body”- gave new meaning to the eating of the bread. The unleavened bread symbolized the severing of the Israelites from the old life in Egypt. It represented a separation from worldliness, sin, and false religion, and a new life of holiness and godliness. From then on in the Lord’s Supper, the bread would symbolize Christ’s body, which He sacrificed for the salvation of mankind.

· “my blood of the covenant”- the shedding of blood in a sacrifice always God’s requirement in establishing any covenant (Genesis 8:20, Exodus 24: 5-8). Here, Christ’s blood needed to be shed for the remission of sins.
· “for many”- are all who believe both Jew and Gentile.

       (2)

I) The Explanation:
Verse 46:

· “thus it is written”- here Jesus would have expounded upon and communicated to His disciples an explanation of the OT sacrificial system.

· The OT sacrificial system was full of types and symbols that spoke of His sufferings and impending death. 

· He would have also pointed them toward the major prophetic passages which spoke of the crucifixion (Psalms 16: 9-11).

· Are the words that Christ spoke written on your heart? Do you understand the profound significance of Him explaining this to the disciples, and us in turn having the gift of reading and comprehending these 2000 years later?

· The Word of God is our letter from home. It was written by men, yet inspired by God. It is a father’s letter to His children. It is our guideline and road map, given to us by God, to make it to our eternal home in heaven.
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II) The Promise:

Verse 49:

· “the promise”- is simply the Holy Spirit.
· John 14:26 – “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you.”

· The Holy Spirit is a person, the third part of the trinity. The Holy Spirit is sent to us to remain with us until the return of Jesus Christ.

III) Carried Up:

Verse 51:

· Before, in V31, when Christ left the disciples, He simply vanished before their eyes. 

· This time however, they SAW Him ascend to heaven, with their own eyes.
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· The Ascension of Christ took place 40 days after His resurrection.

· He took His disciples as far as Bethany, on the eastern side of the Mt. of Olives, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them.

· While doing so, He was taken up to Heaven.

Invitation:
Christ made the choice....
· He made the choice to come to this earth and be born as a baby in the arms of a poor, persecuted teenage girl...

· He made the choice to submit Himself to the authority of His parents...

· He made the choice to tolerate the persecution and ignorance of the men around Him as he taught and performed miracles...
· He made the choice to allow the Roman soldiers to nail Him on a cross as a sacrifice for our sins...

· He made the choice to resurrect three days later from a tomb that could not hold Him...

· He made the choice to leave His Holy Spirit with us as He Himself went Home....

·  And He will make the choice to come back for us one day, to take us home as well.           E.N.Haynes
